GOVERNMENT HOUSE.	47
The old burial ground and powder magazine *are, of
course, the site of St. John's Church. It is, therefore,
supposed that until about 1780 Warren Hastings* official
residence as Governor of Fort William was situated where
Messrs. Burn & Co. to-day do business, and that perhaps
the very house still stands. In Bailie's series of Calcutta
views, to be seen hanging in frames on the staircase walls
of tfie Imperial Library, is a picture which exhibits the
Court House and Governor's House as they stood in 1792.
Under Lord Wellesley, whose sense of the value of p^omp
does not warrant Mackintosh's description of him as a
" Sultanised Englishman," the present Government House
came into existence. The architect was Captain Wyatt of
the Corps of Engineers, and, to a limited extent, Kedleston
Hall, the home of our present Viceroy, was taken as a
pattern. Long records that Us. 80,000 was spent in ac-
quiring fresh ground, 13 lacs on the building, and half a
lac on furniture, The first stone was laid on Feb. 5,
1799, by Mr. Timothy Hickey. On May the 4th, 1802,
the anniversary of the fall of Seringapatam, H. E.
the Governor-General gave a breakfast to " above seven
hundred of the principal ladies and gentlemen of the settle-
ment/7 and " on this occasion, the great apartments of the
new Government House were opened for the first time."
On August 12th of the same year " H. E. the most noble
Governor-General entertained at breakfast, in the new
Government House, Major-General Baird and the officers
of the army returned from Egypt, together with all the
principal ladies and gentlemen of the settlement, and the
Governor and several of the principal ladies and gentle-
men inhabitants of the Danish settlements of Serampore."
On January the 27th, 1803, a "most splendid entertain-
ment" was given at the new Government House "in
honour of the general peace" and .perhaps as a fitting dis-
play to grace the formal opening of the new palace.
Lord Wellesley was at the time dwelling at the Treasury,
but this evening he came in state from the Fort where he
had been dining with Major Calcroft, the Town Major.
It must have been a truly great occasion: the ramparts of
Fort William, the shipping in the river, and the Esplanade
were all brilliantly illuminated. A full account will be found

